Chapter Seven
THE SEPARATION FROM METTE

On his arrival in Paris, Paul Gauguin had at last obtained
full control of his days. Certain of his friends, whom he had
possibly not consulted, stigmatised his original action as
folly. His plans had not succeeded as he had intended, but
his optimism that they would, and his belief that they should,
had not deserted him. If he were to be forced to pay a full
price for his liberty, he was prepared to do so* He had great
patience with circumstances, when great patience was neces-
sary. If he were capable of hasty actions, it was when an
imbecile crossed his path*
Gauguin returned with Clovis to Vaugirard and lived for a
time in the Impasse Fr&nin, near his old home in the rue des
Fourneaux. The price he was forced to pay for his liberty at
this time was very high indeed. He had arrived in Paris with
very little money and to earn enough for the food that he
required for his young son and for himself he was forced to
take any work that he could obtain, but his pride now made
him avoid those persons and places that he had known when he
had worked in the rue Laffitte.
His pride was strong. He did not ask those whom he had
once known, or helped, for charity. "Is pride a fault and
should it be developed?'* he asked in a little book that he
later wrote and dedicated to his daughter. "I believe it
should be. It is still the best thing for fighting the human
beast within us/'
During the second half of 1885, Gauguin and Clovis ate only
when Gauguin had been fortunate enough to earn money from
finding work. There was nothing that he was not prepared to
undertake while he endeavoured to sell his pictures and to begin
to found the little security that was required before he could
expect Metre and his other four children to be able to join him.
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